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News Roundup

X-ray Footprinting Reveals Secrets of ‘Metal-Breathing’
Bacterium >>
Modular Ensembles of Enhancers Regulate Ihh,
Developmental Gene Expression in Mice >>
DOE User Facilities Partner for Greater Scientific Impact >>
Room Temperature XFEL Provides Clearest View Yet of
Water Networks in Influenza M2 Proton Channel >>
JGI Interns: A Social Science Experience >>
Internship Fuels a Student’s Budding Career in Science >>
Another Successful Year for Biotech Partners Interns at
Biosciences Area >>
Dub-seq Named a Finalist for R&D 100 Awards >>
iCLEM Celebrates 10th Anniversary >>
Biosciences SULI Interns and Mentors Share Their
Experiences >>
Defining Standards for Genomes from Uncultivated
Microorganisms >>
Biosciences Researchers Brief Advisory Panel for Food and
Agriculture >>

More news on the Biosciences Area website.

ALD Message

One of the most important aspects of our work is to share what we
do with a broader audience. Area activities last month included a
number of meetings and tours with important visitors interested in
learning more about Biosciences at Berkeley Lab. At the federal
level, we welcomed a group from the Department of Homeland
Security, as well as US Congressman Randy Hultgren from Illinois,
who asked many questions and was very engaged during his visit
with us. California Assemblymember Bill Quirk, a physicist and
former Lawrence Livermore National Lab researcher, was here and
we shared with him our Biosciences Campus Vision, as well as
details of many of our key programs. On the topic of our Biosciences
Campus Vision and shared priorities, I had a nice visit with UCSF
Chancellor Sam Hawgood late last week; it's my hope that we'll be
able to schedule a time for Chancellor Hawgood to visit Berkeley

Events Highlights

Refer to the Area Events
Calendar for events, details,
and up-to-date information.

September 18-22 
JGI Microbial Genomics &
Metagenomics Workshop |
Walnut Creek, Rm 100-149 

September 19-21 
NERSC Data Day and
NERSC Users Group meeting
(NUG2017) | Wang Hall (B59),
Rm 3101 | Details 

September 22 
JGI Blood Drive | 10 AM – 2
PM, 2800 Mitchell Drive,
Walnut Creek, B310 parking
lot (facing Mitchell Drive) 

September 25-26 
Anvi’o Workshop at the JGI |
Walnut Creek, Rm 100-149  

September 28 
UCSF Entrepreneurship
Center Life Science Angels
Mentoring Day | UCSF
Mission Hall, Rm 1401, 550
16th Street, San Francisco. A
no-holds-barred mentoring
session offering expert
business plan advice from
investors in all sectors of life
science and healthcare. Sign
up for a 50-minute mentoring
slot. Tickets are available for a
meet and greet luncheon as
well. 
 

Upcoming Events

QB3 Life Science Pitch
Summit
Advancing a technology in
non-invasive health marker
monitoring, vision care,
microbiome-based health
solutions, or other consumer
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Lab this fall. 

Next week, the Biosciences
Leadership team will travel to
Germantown, Maryland, to present at
our annual Office of Biological &
Environmental Research (BER)
Science & Technology review. This
annual presentation describes our
progress toward the first four of the
eight DOE Office of Science

Performance Evaluation and Measurement Plan (PEMP) goals, and
contributes to the grades that Berkeley Lab receives on an annual
basis. If you're interested in learning why these grades matter,
please send me an email and I'll tell you! A number of us will split off
after that and head over to NIH to visit with officials who are working
on how NIH might implement the recommendations of the Secretary
of Energy's Advisory Board's Biomedical Task Force. This report
was chaired by high-level former DOE and NIH officials who are
well-positioned to understand new opportunities for these two
entities to work synergistically. Finally, I will travel to the White
House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and the Office of
Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) to learn more about
their memo describing the Administration's research and
development priorities for FY19 budgeting activities. This annual
memo is the best indication of where future science funding might
be allocated based on the President's priorities, and is an
interesting, slightly encouraging, read.  

Last week's Biosciences Annual Meeting–our most experimental
yet–was a great success! We had two external speakers and 46
flash talks from all across the Area. Congratulations again to flash
talk award winners Michael Barton (JGI), Diane Dickel (EGSB), Jeff
Skerker (BSE), and Susan Tsutakawa (MBIB)! Geri Richmond talked
about how mentoring increases scientific success and leadership
capacity and National Public Radio's science correspondent Joe
Palca shared some insightful encouragement about researchers as
the future of science communication. That morning, Geri led a
training for our first mentor cohort as we kicked off our Biosciences
Area Mentoring program. Many thanks to those of you who
comprise the inaugural class of mentor/mentee pairs. Photos from
the event, courtesy of David Gilbert, can be found in the sidebar
and here. 

I sincerely appreciate all of you who have helped make internships
happen during the summer. We had both high school and college
students as well as faculty participating all across the Area. It is very
inspiring to see what the interns were able to achieve during the
weeks that they spent in our laboratories. The rewards are mutually
beneficial: They contribute to the advancement of our scientific
research and the Area contributes to developing a future workforce
that will be robust and ready to tackle our societal challenges. I
encourage you to keep pursuing educational outreach efforts both
inside and outside the Lab, and to continue making the Biosciences
Area an inviting place for people from all backgrounds.  

Regards, 
Mary

Awards and Honors

Young Receives Springer Nature Poster Award

health product? Apply by
September 5 for an invitation
to the Consumer Health track
of the Pitch Summit held in
October. More information

JGI Annual Meeting
Registration opens the week
of September 11 for the JGI’s
13th Annual Genomics of
Energy & Environment
Meeting, to be held March 13
– 16, 2018, at the Hilton San
Francisco. Learn more about
the meeting and watch a video
about why you should attend! 
 
SBIR Funding Workshop
The Small Business
Innovation Research (SBIR)
program enables small
businesses, such as startups,
to explore their technological
and commercial potential. In
this workshop series, learn to
develop a compelling, well-
organized research plan that
wins over reviewers. Topics
include handling the critical
Specific Aim section, filling out
budget forms, and making the
most of graphics.
Wednesdays, October 4 to
November 1, 2 – 5 PM,
Stanley Hall, Rm 171, UC
Berkeley | Register 
 

Biosciences Annual
Meeting in Pictures

 

Biosciences at the Oakland
Scottish Rite Center 

 

  
Geri Richmond speaking on
mentoring and leadership 
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Iris Young, a graduate student in the Molecular Biophysics &
Integrated Bioimaging (MBIB) Division, was awarded a best student
poster award at the 24th Congress &
General Assembly of the International Union
of Crystallography (IUCr) last month in
Hyderabad, India. The award in the category
of biological macromolecules was for
Young's poster, "Insights into the oxygen-
evolving mechanism of photosynthesis
using XFELs." This was one of 26
corporate-sponsored prizes distributed over
700 posters. The main portion of the
Springer Nature poster award is a voucher for Springer ebooks
(totaling 300 euros). 
 
AIChE Honors Biological Systems and Engineering
Researchers

The American Institute of Chemical
Engineers (AIChE) has recognized two
Advanced Biofuels Process
Development Unit (ABPDU) early-
career researchers–Akash Narani and
Ning Sun–with honors to be bestowed
at the 2017 AIChE Annual Meeting in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, this fall.
Narani was named to the AIChE's "35
under 35" list and Sun was awarded

AIChE’s prestigious Program Committee’s Young Investigator Award
for Innovations in Green Process Engineering. Read the details.

Operations Updates

Reminders
This is a busy time of year for Operations as we are wrapping up the
PMP process, preparing for fiscal year end, and preparing for
several upcoming DOE reviews. Please review any Fiscal Year End
deadlines that may impact your lab, and please be responsive to
requests from your Operations staff. 
 
Aquatic Park Welcomes EGSB Researchers
We are thrilled to have more researchers joining KBase and their
Biosciences Area colleagues at 717 Potter Street. We appreciate
the efforts of David Acevedo, Garret Alan Bohlar, Peter Marietta,
and Ben Sandmann, who did a wonderful job preparing multiple labs
to move from various locations on the Hill and UC Berkeley campus
last month. Joining the crew at Aquatic Park were Adam Arkin's
ENIGMA Group and the Gareth Butland and Adam Deutschbauer
labs. 

Events Wrap-up
By all accounts, we had a very successful Biosciences Annual
Meeting and kick-off of our Biosciences Area Mentoring program.

 

JGI's Nikos Kyrpides

Ming Hammond, faculty
scientist in BSE 

 

NPR's Joe Palca offering
insights into science
communication 

 

Flash talk award winners (L to
R): Jeff Skerker (BSE), Diane
Dickel (EGSB), Michael
Barton (JGI) and Susan
Tsutakawa (MBIB) with Mary
Maxon 
 

@LBNLBioSci
Twitter Highlight

The Biosciences Area
dedicates special efforts to
educational outreach during
the summer months. To
celebrate the efforts by our
mentors and mentees we are
running a campaign on Twitter.
Check out the Storify recap or
search #BioSciNextGen on
Twitter. 
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Thanks to all who attended and especially to Kristy Nordahl for her
efforts to plan, coordinate, and facilitate the event. We had onsite
assistance from a number of people, including the Biosciences Area
Communications Team, Jaymey Butler (Conference Services), Katy
Christiansen (Area Office), and Kuldeep Chawla (Biosciences/IT). 

On a late August afternoon, the Operations Staff gathered for a
picnic in Berkeley. Thank you to Eltra Green, Nils Nilsson, Garret
Alan Bohlar, Louise Benvenue, Matisse Roach, and Martha Ortiz for
planning a lovely and really fun event. 

Program Development

What's ReMi?
Berkeley Lab is rolling out a new customer relationship management
tool called ReMI beginning October 1. Alicia Yeh and Katy
Christiansen will be using ReMI to manage relationships, track
activities, and report on progress for Area program development and
fundraising purposes.

Diversity & Inclusion

Lab Employee Resource Groups (ERGs) Video
The Diversity and Inclusion Office (DIO) hosted an open house for
all staff to learn more about Berkeley Lab’s ERGs. If you missed the
event, you can watch the video. 
 
 

 

Help us disseminate further by
liking and/or re-tweeting from
@LBNLBioSci! Contribute
content by emailing
bioscicomms@lbl.gov. 
 

Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Biosciences Area 
One Cyclotron Road, Berkeley, CA 94720 

biosciences.lbl.gov 

You are receiving this email because you are on staff or affiliated with the Biosciences Area of Berkeley Lab and therefore part
of the autogenerated Level-0 Area email list.  

Send suggestions and feedback to bioscicomms@lbl.gov. 

Unsubscribe from this list. 

 

http://diversity.lbl.gov/2017/07/28/open-house-for-employee-resource-groups-ergs-on-aug-15/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6waOtLe1qKQ&t=1s
https://twitter.com/LBNLBioSci/status/900448834949709825
https://twitter.com/LBNLBioSci
mailto:bioscicomms@lbl.gov
http://www.twitter.com/LBNLBiosci
http://biosciences.lbl.gov/
http://biosciences.lbl.gov/
mailto:bioscicomms@lbl.gov
https://lbl.us12.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=edaf3d92867542b39249ea62b&id=28fd8928d3&e=85a8b3a937&c=d70dc64113
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=edaf3d92867542b39249ea62b&afl=1

