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News Roundup

Lessons from Simulating A Deep Ocean Oil Spill >>
Archea Comprise a Core Component of Human Skin
Microbiome >>
Berkeley Lab Director Announces Biosciences Leadership
Transition >>
Researchers Collaborate to Create, Characterize Mouse
Model of Autism >>
An Atomic-Level Snapshot of Bacterial Microcompartment
Architecture >>
Researchers Find New Mechanism for Genome Regulation
>>
How to Build an Artificial Nano-factory to Power Our Futures
>>
A Surprise Just Beneath the Surface in Carbon Dioxide
Experiment >>
Uncovered: 1000 New Microbial Genomes >>

More news on the Biosciences Area website.

ALD Message

I hope you enjoyed a happy and safe 4th of July holiday!  

As your new Associate Laboratory Director (ALD) for Biosciences, I
was asked during the Biosciences Town Hall on Wednesday, June
28, what my priorities are. First on the priority list: I plan to become
much more familiar with the science at the department and PI levels
by executing a listening tour. Working with the Area science
deputies and department heads, I hope to meet with people I don't
yet know well, learn more about their science, and hear their
program development ideas. My ability to advocate effectively for
you and our Area depends on my having a good grip on what your

Events Highlights

Refer to the Area Events
Calendar for events, details,
and up-to-date information.
 
Program Development
Brown Bags: Federal
Budgets and Funding
On July 20, discussion will
focus on the federal budget
process, how science and
technology budget priorities
are determined, and what
scientists and others can do to
influence the process. The
brown bag meeting will be
held from 12 - 1 PM in Emery
Station, Rm 4132 & 4134. 
 
JGI Microbial and Plant
Systems Modulated by
Secondary Metabolites
Meeting
July 24 - 26, Walnut Creek
Marriott, 2355 N Main St,
Walnut Creek, CA. More
information. 
 
JGI at the Society for
Industrial Microbiology and
Biotechnology (SIMB) 

 

JGI will be sharing a booth
with KBase July 30 - August
2 during the SIMB meeting in
Denver, CO. Just prior to the
meeting, JGI will host the
Mining Microbial Genomes
and Metagenomes for
Biotechnological Applications
workshop on July 30. Program
details and registration. 
 

Diversity &
Inclusion

Be an Ally: Berkeley Lab
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skills are and what your
aspirations and plans are for
the future. By the way, it was
brought to my attention that
the recent TABL article could
perhaps have included more
about my career as
researcher than it did. If
you'd like to know more
about my research efforts in
academia and industry, you
can learn more here.  

My second priority is
realizing our two Area
visions: the Biosciences
Strategic Plan and the
Biosciences Campus Vision.
These are long-term, "big
picture" aspirations, and

given the progress we've made so far, I believe we have a solid
foundation on which to stand. Working with the Area leadership
team, including Jay Keasling as our new Chief Science and
Technology Officer (CSTO) for Biosciences, I think we're positioned
for continued success, if at a slower pace due to budget constraints.
Last week, Jim Bristow, director of Biosciences Campus
Development, convened the many stakeholders who are working
together on the Biosciences Campus. Speakers from Biosciences,
Facilities, Government Relations, and Fundraising reported on their
efforts. These included progress on the Bayview site preparation,
the FY18 budget status, efforts to nucleate environmental
microbiology at Potter Street, and updates on three buildings: the
Integrative Genomics Building (IGB), Biological & Environmental
Program Integration Center (BioEPIC), and Bioenergy &
Bioproducts Research Center (BBRC). Please send Jim your
questions about Biosciences Campus Vision progress. 

At our June 28 Town Hall, Laboratory Director Mike Witherell talked
about the Annual Lab Plan and how it relates to the grades we get
every year from the Department of Energy (DOE). Our performance
as a National Laboratory is determined, in part, as a consequence of
how well we perform against assignments written in DOE's
Performance Evaluation Measurement Plan in three categories:
Mission Accomplishment; Design, Fabrication, Construction and
Operation of Research Facilities; and Program Management. For
FY17, Biosciences is on track to successfully meet our goals, and in
my role as ALD, I plan to do everything I can to keep things running
smoothly.  

I am very grateful to Mike Witherell for honoring me with this
promotion, and to Jay Keasling for demonstrating commitment to the
Area values of excellence, transparency, and equality. As your new
ALD, I'll do my best to uphold these values. Feel free to email me
with your ideas on how we can do that together.  

Regards, 
Mary

Program Development

Microbiome-related Research
The Biosciences Area is supporting program development activities
toward creating a Microbiome Data Science Vision across Berkeley

Launces Ally Visibility
Campaign
The Lambda Alliance,
Berkeley Lab's LGBTQ
association and Employee
Resource Group, launched its
Ally Visibility Campaign during
Pride Month in June. Allies are
invited to display an "ally card"
at their workstation. Download
the card to display at your
workstation. 

 
 
Be part of a Berkeley Lab
Employee Resource Group 
There are four Employee
Resource Groups (ERGs),
associations of employees
who are organized around a
primary diversity dimension:
African-American; All Access
(for disability inclusion);
Lambda Alliance; and Veteran.
ERGs are open to all
employees and promote
opportunities for professional
growth and development,
provide an opportunity for
informal networking, and
support the Lab’s vision and
values. Learn more about the
groups and how to join.   
 

Awards & Honors

Keasling to Receive 2017
Amgen Biochemical and
Molecular Engineering
Award
CSTO for Biosciences Jay
Keasling
has been
selected as
the 2017
recipient of
the Amgen
Biochemical
and
Molecular
Engineering
award, to be presented at the
20th Conference on
Biochemical and Molecular
Engineering in Newport
Beach, CA. The award, given
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Lab. Nigel Mouncey, JGI Director, is leading these efforts with the
goal of educating policymakers on the importance of coordinating
data and findings across the diversity of microbiome research. 

Berkeley Lab staff have been instrumental in establishing program
concepts to unify microbiome research and data. Last year, Emiley
Eloe-Fadrosh, Nikos Kyrpides, and Natalia Ivanova called for a
national-scale approach to improving the accessibility of microbiome
data (read more). This inspired a town hall at June's American
Society of Microbiology (ASM)-Microbe meeting that sought to
engage researchers, federal and private foundation program
managers, and other stakeholders in understanding how to bring
together a National Microbiome Data Collaborative. The event was
standing room only; more than 300 people attended the session.
The American Academy of Microbiology will host a colloquium later
this year to flesh out the concepts raised during a previous
workshop and at the town hall. These concepts include making
comparative analyses accessible across diverse application areas,
integrating a wide range of interdisciplinary data, and standardizing
microbiome data.

Bay Area Council Travels to China

Last month, the Bay Area Council traveled to China for a global
conference on climate change. Jay Keasling, CSTO for
Biosciences, and Governor Jerry Brown were among the delegation
that met with US Energy Secretary Rick Perry to discuss the
important role of California’s National Labs, including Berkeley Lab,
in advancing clean energy technology. 

 

While there, Governor Brown and the Chinese government signed
several memoranda of understanding for collaborative research and
technology development in clean energy, which may present
opportunities for collaborations on clean energy solutions. Keasling
had a chance to speak with Governor Brown about biofuels. "He
remembered when I spoke about biofuels and biomanufacturing to
the UC Regents three years ago. He was very curious about our
progress," remarked Keasling. "I told him about our bold plans for
the next five years, and invited him to come visit." Read more in the
Biosciences News.

Operations Updates

2017 Lab Performance Review
July 21 is the deadline for supervisors to complete their written
reviews of the PMP self assessments. Following that, Division
management review takes place from July 24 – August 9. Read the
PMP kick-off announcement for more information. 
 
BER S&T Review
Our Communications and Operations staff have begun preparing for
the Science and Technical (S&T) review, an annual review where
our accomplishments are presented by Area leadership to the Office

in memory of metabolic
engineering pioneer James E.
“Jay” Bailey, recognizes
research excellence and
leadership.

Outreach

Joint JGI-KBase Presence
at Two Conferences in June

In 2019, the JGI and KBase
will be sharing space at the
IGB, but for years, they've
shared displays at
conferences, engaging past,
current and prospective users
about the resources and
capabilities made available by
the DOE. This past month, the
JGI and KBase had a booth at
both the ASM-Microbe
meeting in New Orleans and
the American Society for Plant
Biologists (ASPB) meeting in
Honolulu, Hawaii (pictured). 

 

@LBNLBioSci
Twitter Highlight

In June, Berkeley Lab's
Biosciences Area kicked off an
educational outreach
campaign on Twitter. Our
staff’s outreach efforts and the
Biosciences interns are being
celebrated on @LBNLBioSci.
You may follow the tweets by
searching #BioSciNextGen.
Check out the tweets on our
Storify page. 
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of Biological and Environmental Research (BER) at DOE. That
review is scheduled for September 11.   
 
Tina Clarke joins the Walnut Creek Operations Team
Tina will be the new interim Walnut Creek Operations Center Human
Resources (HR) Manager. Tina comes to
our team with prior Sr. HR Division Partner
experience, having worked with JBEI,
JCAP, and the Physical Biosciences
Division for many years. Most recently, she
has been serving as a senior compensation
analyst at the Lab. Tina will be at JGI 3 days
of the week (Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday). 

 

Follow @LBNLBioSci to keep
up with the latest from the
Area; contribute content for
our Twitter feed by emailing
bioscicomms@lbl.gov. 

 

Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Biosciences Area 
One Cyclotron Road, Berkeley, CA 94720 

biosciences.lbl.gov 
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